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International Association of Drilling Contractors

Companion
to the

Code for the Construction and Equipment of Mobile Offshore Drilling Units, 2009

providing a comparison to the
Code for the Construction and Equipment of Mobile Offshore Drilling Units, 1989

(as amended)

Disclaimer

This document is intended to provide information regarding the differences between the 
newly adopted Code for the Construction and Equipment of Mobile Offshore Drilling 
Units, 2009 (2009 MODU Code) and its predecessor, the 1989 MODU, as amended
through 2001.

While IADC has made every effort to assure that the text presented is an accurate 
depiction of both the 2009 MODU Code and the 1989 MODU Code (as amended), readers 
should not rely on the text presented as representing authoritative text of either instrument. 
For regulatory purposes, only authoritative texts, recognized as such by the relevant
Administrations, should be used.

Background

In consideration of information received from the International Civil Aviation Organization 
(ICAO) regarding changes to its standards for helidecks (document MSC 79/22/3), the 79th

session of International Maritime Organization’s (IMO’s) Maritime Safety Committee agreed 
to include a new work item on “Amendments to the MODU Code” in the work program of the
Ship Design and Equipment Sub-Committee (DE) and the provisional agenda for its 49th

session (DE 49).

In response to the IMO’s initiative, the International Association of Drilling Contractors 
(IADC) convened a Working Group of interested drilling contractor representatives with the 
goal of developing a proposal for amendments to the MODU Code. The Working Group 
sought to develop this proposal based upon: Identified shortcomings in the 1989 MODU 
Code; Amendments to the SOLAS and Load Line Conventions; Guidance issued by the IMO 
in the form of circulars and resolutions; and Guidance issued by the International Association 
of Classification Societies (IACS). It was quickly decided that the Group should be expanded 
to allow participation by any interested party including representatives of flag and coastal 
State governments, classification societies, designers and shipyards, and oil companies. 
Ultimately, this comprised nearly 80 individuals.

Working both through meetings and correspondence, the Group developed an extensive 
Proposal for amendments to the MODU Code which was submitted jointly by Liberia, the 
Marshall Islands, Vanuatu and IADC for consideration at DE 49. The Sub-Committee also 
considered two documents addressing related issues associated with the application of the 
Load Line Convention to MODUs submitted by IADC (document SLF 48/9) and IACS 
(document SLF 48/9/2).
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At DE 49, the Sub-Committee agreed to form a Correspondence Group, coordinated by 
Liberia, to further develop the proposed amendments to the MODU Code. The 
Correspondence Group, coordinated by Liberia, was comprised of 34 participants from 11 
Administrations, IADC and IACS. IADC provided secretariat services for the Group. 

The Report of the Correspondence Group (document DE 50/11) was submitted to the DE Sub-
Committee’ 50th session (DE 50). Also considered by the Sub-Committee at this session were
two proposals by IADC regarding helicopter facilities (document DE 50/11/1) and portable 
fire extinguishers (DE 50/11/2). A Drafting Group was formed by the Sub-Committee and 
considered these documents, along with comments made in plenary, and prepared a report 
(DE 51/7) for consideration by DE at its 51st session. The Sub-Committee also referred 
relevant provisions of the draft amendments to the Code to the Sub-Committee on Stability 
and Load Lines and Fishing Vessels Safety (SLF), the Sub-Committee on 
Radiocommunications and Search and Rescue (COMSAR), and the Sub-Committee on Fire 
Protection (FP). At the conclusion of the session, the Correspondence Group was re-
established under the coordination of Liberia to continue development of the draft 
amendments to the Code. IADC again provided secretariat services to the Group.

At the Sub-Committee’s 51st session (DE 51), the Sub-Committee considered the report of the 
last session’s Drafting Group (document DE 51/7), the report of the outcome of SLF’s 
deliberations (document DE 51/7/1), the report of the Correspondence Group (DE 51/7/2), a 
submission by China on machinery space ventilation (document DE 51/7/3), a variety of 
proposals by IADC (document DE 51/7/4), as well as discussions of the draft Code in its 
plenary session. To facilitate further development of the draft Code, a Working Group was 
established by the Sub-Committee. The Working Group’s report was published as document 
DE 51/WP.4.

Relevant provisions of the draft MODU Code were considered by SLF at its 48th and 50th

sessions and COMSAR at its 11th and 12th sessions. FP held extensive discussions on the draft 
Code at its 53rd session and established a Drafting Group which addressed not only fire safety
issues, but also considered matters associated helicopter installations and operations based on 
information provided by the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO). The report of 
this Working Group was published as document FP 53/WP.6.

At the DE Sub-Committee’s 52nd session (DE 52), the Sub-Committee considered the draft 
revised code prepared by the drafting group at DE 51 (document DE 51/WP.4), a draft 
consolidated text prepared by the Secretariat (document DE 52/5), a proposal by the United 
States regarding electrical standards (document DE 52/5/1), a proposal by China regarding 
machinery installations and electrical standards (document DE 52/5/2), a paper by IADC 
addressing various aspects of the draft Code (document DE 52/5/3), and a report from 
COMSAR and FP (document DE 52/5/4). Having considered these documents, the Sub-
Committee agreed to the draft revised Code for the Construction and Equipment of Mobile 
Offshore Drilling Units, 2009, for submission to the Maritime Safety Committee’s 86th

session for approval and to the 26th session of the Assembly for Adoption (document 
DE 52/21/Add.1, Annex 2).

At its 86th session, the Maritime Safety Committee considered the draft Code prepared by DE 
as well as a submission by IADC (document MSC 86/12/3) suggesting additional 
amendments to the draft Code. The Committee subsequently approved the Code for 
submission to the Assembly for adoption (documents MSC 86/26 and MSC 86/21/Add.1, 
Annex 14). The Committee also approved a new work programme item for the DE Sub-
Committee on “Revision of the provisions for helicopter facilities in SOLAS and the MODU 
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