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Dear Editor ,

Thanks for your editorial on deep land 
drilling (July/August 2006, Page 3).

While  deep sea drilling has gained 
  momentum, deep land drilling has not 
been taken seriously. The obvious rea-
sons might be  problems of land aquisi-
tion, ecomonics and the environment .

Logistics in some parts of the world for 
drilling on land is a challenging task.

As for  H2S  concerns , the question is: 
Are we prepared to tackle an emergency  
due to release of large quantities of sour 
gas from deep land, especially in an area 
where the rig is surrounded by popula-
tion? There hasn’t been much develop-
ment in investing in technology related 
to deep sour environments as  pointed 
out by an Austrian engineer.

Drilling into deep sour environments 
will require new technologies, espe-
cially more efficient anti-corrosion tools  
and sour gas detection systems, and of 
course personnel training .

With numerous applications related to 
H2S,  it would be worthwhile to invest in  
deep land drilling programs. The best 
way  is to have participation from differ-
ent oil companies

Deep resources, especially in northeast 
India, still remain  to be explored.

Regarding the article related to 
Weatherford’s casing drilling technology, 
which  I have worked with in Southeast  
Asia, it’s a good technology saving valu-
able rig time .

But what about the safety consider-
ations?  How are we going to tackle shal-
low gas emergencies when the well is 
spudded by casing?

 Thanks once again for a good editorial 
for every professional to ponder over.

Best regards,

 Vishwas B Joshi, India 
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Let us know what you think about our 
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company, address and phone number. 
Send e-mails to editor@iadc.org or send 
letters to 10370 Richmond Ave, Suite 760, 
Houston, Texas 77042 USA.


