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Blowouts - Loss of Well Control

• Diverter

• Uncontrolled Flow



Reporting Requirements
Current 30 CFR 250.191

• All serious accidents

• any death

• any serious injury

• all fires

• All explosions

• all blowouts

• all spills

Must Notify District Supervisor of:



Proposed Revision of 
Reporting Requirements

• Will include time limits depending on 
severity

• Will include web based reporting
• coordination with US Coast Guard

To be published in Federal Register 
as a proposed rule by Fall 2001



O C S  E v e n t s  b y  C a t e g o r y :  1 9 9 5 - 2 0 0 1  Y T D

1 9 9 5 1 9 9 6 1 9 9 7 1 9 9 8 1 9 9 9 2 0 0 0 2 0 0 1
Y T D

L o s s  o f  W e l l  C o n t r o l (Tota l )  * 1 4 5 7 5 9 5

Uncontro l led f lows 1 4 2 5 3 9 4

Diverter  events 0 0 3 2 2 0 1

Col l is ions 6 5 1 0 5 1 0 8 1 0

E x p l o s i o n s 0 8 1 0 4 7 1 4

F i res  (Tota l )  * * 4 2 8 6 1 2 5 9 0 7 5 1 0 2 3 1

Catastrophic 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Majo r 0 3 2 2 4 1 2

Minor 3 11 11 7 4 5 1

Incidental 39 72 1 1 1 81 67 95 28

U n k n o w n 0 0 1 0 0 1 0

In jur ies 3 1 6 2 8 3 6 6 4 7 6 3 3 5

Fata l i t ies 8 1 0 1 1 1 4 5 5 3
Y T D  =  Y e a r  t o  d a t e .

*  L o s s  o f  w e l l  c o n t r o l  m e a n s  e i t h e r  o f  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :

( 1 )  U n c o n t r o l l e d  f l o w  o f  f o r m a t i o n  o r  o t h e r  w e l l  f l u i d s .  F l o w  m a y  b e  b e t w e e n  t w o  o r  m o r e  e x p o s e d
f o r m a t i o n s  o r  i t  m a y  b e  a t  o r  a b o v e  t h e  m u d l i n e .  I n c l u d e s  u n c o n t r o l l e d  f l o w  r e s u l t i n g  f r o m  f a i l u r e s  o f

e i t h e r  s u r f a c e  o r  s u b s u r f a c e  e q u i p m e n t  o r  p r o c e d u r e s .

( 2 )  F l o w  o f  f o r m a t i o n  o r  o t h e r  w e l l  f l u i d s  t h r o u g h  a  d i v e r t e r .
*  *  F i r e s  a r e  c l a s s i f i e d  o n  t h e  b a s i s  o f  t h e  d o l l a r  a m o u n t  o f  p r o p e r t y  d a m a g e  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e

f o l l o w i n g  c r i t e r i a :
C a t a s t r o p h i c  =  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  a  f a c i l i t y  w o r t h  g r e a t e r  t h a n  $ 1 0  m i l l i o n ;

M a j o r  =  p r o p e r t y  d a m a g e  g r e a t e r  t h a n  $ 1 m i l l i o n ;

M i n o r  =  p r o p e r t y  d a m a g e  g r e a t e r  t h a n  $ 2 5 , 0 0 0  b u t  l e s s  t h a n  o r  e q u a l  $ 1  m i l l i o n ;
I n c i d e n t a l  =  p r o p e r t y  d a m a g e  e q u a l  t o  o r  l e s s  t h a n  $ 2 5 , 0 0 0 ;

U n k n o w n  =  n o t  e n o u g h  i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  c l a s s i f y .

S O U R C E :  T I M S  d a t a b a s e  a s  o f  J u n e  1 8 ,  2 0 0 1



Losses of Well Control

1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001

Gulf of Mexico Region 3 3 0 1 4 5 6 5 8 3

Pacific Region 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 1

Total 3 3 0 1 4 5 7 5 9 4



• Since 1956 - Approximately 220 
blowouts in the Gulf of Mexico

• Last blowout with loss of life -
November 10, 1986 - West 
Cameron 71 -- 2 Fatalities



Blowouts by Operation
1967 - 2001 (thru 6/22/01)

Gulf of Mexico

Drlg

130

Comp

14

Prod

12

W/O

33

P&A

3

Coll

5*

Hurr

2

UnK

1

* 4 - production

1 - drilling
Coll - collision

Hurr - hurricane



Blowouts by Cause (Unofficial)
1995-2001 (through 6/22/01)

Gulf of Mexico

Cementing - 10

Underbalance - 6

Equipment Failure  - 5

Lost Circulation - 4

Human Error - 3

Unknown - 3

Swabbing - 2

Riser Disconnect - 1



Blowouts Reported to MMS 
1993-2001 (thru 6-22-01)

• 39 blowouts

• 26 drilling related

• 4 completion operations

• over half the drilling 
blowouts involved 
development drilling

• 11 of the drilling 
blowouts involve 
shallow gas

• 4 workover operations

• 3 production operations

• 2 P & A

• Most blowouts were of 
short duration, 20 lasted 
less than 24 hours

• 2 blowouts involved 
minor injuries


